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A Note from the Principal... 
  
Dear Parent/Guardians, 
Spring is finally here! We have 
certainly had quite a snowy winter 
and although we still have snow on 
the ground, bits of grass and a few 
tips of crocus and daffodils are 
beginning to peek through. Soon we will be able 
to open our windows and smell the wonderful fresh 
air. Keeping our students’ minds on the academics 
will be challenging. The staff will use their creative 
talents to keep them focused on the tasks presented 

to them. With such dedicated and talented 
staff, I am certain that this challenge will 
be conquered. 

Burnham students have participated in the 
11th Annual Recycling Billboard Contest 

sponsored by HRRA, All American Waste, 
Winter Brothers Waste Systems, Union Savings 

Bank, MXI Environmental Services, LLC., and 
the Newtech Recycling Inc. The 2018 contest theme:  
Reduce Reuse Recycle, prompted students to create 
a billboard that would help educate and convince the 
public to reduce, reuse and recycle. There were 
many very thoughtful and creative entries. Two 
Burnham students’ billboards were chosen as an 
honorable mention. The Burnham community 
congratulates them!

This time of year is also the time that the budget for 
next year is presented to the Board of Education and 
then to the taxpayers. There was a District Budget 
Hearing at 7 o’clock on Monday, April 9, 2018 at the 
Shepaug Middle/High School. The Annual District 
Meeting will be held on May 7, 2018, and the Budget 
Referendum is scheduled to take place on May 8, 
2018.

On April 5th incoming kindergarten parents/guardians 
and students are invited to attend a Meet and Greet 
Kindergarten Readiness Program. It will be held at 
Burnham School at 9:30 a.m. An introductory 
presentation will kick off the program, followed by a 

visitation to the kindergarten classroom by students 
and a bit of outdoor play (weather permitting) and 
wrapping up with a presentation by the teachers. The 
visit will focus on how to prepare incoming 
kindergarteners for school and for a successful first 
year. The staff and I look forward to welcoming our 
new students to the Burnham community. 

Finally, as we move into warmer weather and longer 
hours of daylight, please continue to stress the 
importance of homework and time management. 
Homework continues throughout the year, and at 
times a child may need a bit more guidance in 
planning a busy afternoon or evening schedule. Your 
support is greatly appreciated. 

Sincerely, 
Cathy G. Colella  

Principal 

4/2 Board of Education Meeting/Business, 7:00 PM

4/4 National Walking Day

4/5 Kindergarten Meet and Greet, 9:30 am

4/5 PTO Meeting, 6:30 PM

4/10 PTO Enrichment Program, Davis Bates, Under One 
Sky

4/16-20 Spring Recess - No School

4/23 Board of Education Meeting/Education, 7:00 PM

5/3 PTO Meeting,  6:30 PM

5/5 PTO Fundraiser

DATES TO REMEMBER  
FOR APRIL 



Grade K12: 
Biographies

In social studies, K,1,2 
students are reading biographies 

to learn about how important people 
have influenced and changed our world. 

George Washington, Abraham Lincoln, Betsy Ross, 
and Rosa Parks are some of our favorites.  

Kindergarten first, and second grade students will interview 
each other. They will ask questions, gather information about 

his/her classmate, and create a personal biography for the 
person. 

Second Graders interviewed townspeople to learn more about 
Bridgewater, Roxbury, and Washington. The students asked 
questions about their early life, school life, and the town. The 
townspeople even gave students advice, such as, read, always 
be kind to others, help others, and follow your dreams.  It 

was an incredible experience and a very special way to 
connect with the community. The students will then be 

writing a biography about the interviewee. There 
will be an exciting culminating event where 

students present their biographies to the 
townspeople.  They also share their 

favorite tidbit they learned 
about the person.



Music with  
Mrs. Dioron 

Can it really be March already?! The year is flying by! Great stuff has been going on in the music room and I am so 
excited! ~Mrs. Doiron

Kindergarten students are wrapping up a listening unit.  We have 
listened and moved to several pieces from Camille Saint-Saens’ 
“Carnival of the Animals”.  They have been demonstrating heavy 
versus light, macrobeat versus microbeat, and beat versus flow. The 
kindergartners have also been singing and chanting.  Many are already 
improvising rhythms, especially during the song “One Little Elephant”. 
Students also were introduced to different classroom instruments 
and played their own solos.  These students have got great rhythms!!

First & second graders have been rocking out!  We’re finishing our exploration of jazz music. This was really just a 
taste of a very rich musical genre, but they learned more about Charlie Parker, Dizzy Gillespie, and Ella Fitzgerald.  
They listened and moved to “Ornithology”.  They also saw Duke Ellington and his Orchestra perform “It Don’t 
Mean a Thing if it Ain’t Got that Swing”. They are even scat singing (on the resting tone) to our song “Jazz 
Rondo”! Additionally, not only are they improvising, they are also reading rhythms in duple 

and triple meter! Cool!

Third graders are working on recorders. We have been working to 
make beautiful sounds! If they don’t sound nice, 3rd graders are 
problem solvers… they know they can check their fingers and blow 
softer. That fixes almost everything! They know how to play a couple of 
familiar melodies and harmonies, like Hot Cross Buns. Fourth graders 
have been playing the same songs on the glockenspiels. With the 
melody, harmony, and now the bass line, they are able to play duets and 
trios! Fifth graders are working on ukuleles. We know how to play 3 chords and can strum 
lots of different patterns. With only 3 chords we can play a ton of songs! The next challenge 

for the students is to play and sing at the same time! Stay tuned!

The chorus is working on their concert songs and starting to make their own choices. They’ve learned 4 or 5 
songs, including a few warm up songs, and now they are in the process of deciding what they want to perform, 

and how they’d like the songs to be performed.  

4th and 5th grade band students are making great progress! 
They can play in at least 2 different keys (different “do’s”). 
They are reading notation for familiar and unfamiliar 
songs. They are even starting to figure out “Mystery 
Tunes”. They see only the notation and without hearing the 
song first, they are learning to sing it on sight! I know 

they’ve got it when they can tell me what song it is. So far they’ve figured out “Mary Had a Little Lamb” and 
“Twinkle Twinkle”. Wow!!

Our spring performance will be at 6:30 on Wednesday May 23rd. We hope to see you there!



Vision Awareness 
Your child’s eyes are constantly in use in the classroom and at play. The following are some 
vision problem warning signs. Ask the school nurse to have your child screened at school or 
check with your doctor for further advice if  you notice any of  these signs. 

• Eyes turning inward (crossing) or outward 

• Squinting or tending to rub eyes 

• Headaches 

• Blurred or double vision 

• Losing place while reading or using finger to maintain place when reading 

• Not doing as well in schoolwork as before or consistently performs below potential 

• Avoiding close work or holding reading material closer than normal 

• Eyes tire when reading or doing school work 

• Turning or tilting head to use one eye only 

• Making frequent reversals when reading or writing 

Notes and News from the Nurse...

Here are some examples of how we encourage healthy habits here at Burnham 
School with healthy lunches, our Kindergarteners enjoying healthy lunches:



“Jump Rope for Heart”  
with Mr. Morgan 

Students at Burnham School took part in the American 
Heart Association’s, “Jump Rope For Heart” 
fundraiser on February 13. Students learned about the 
importance of taking care of their heart  and that 80% 
of risk factors for heart disease are preventable. 
Healthy habits such as avoiding sodium and nicotine, 
drinking plenty of water, eating a variety of fruits/
vegetables, and exercising daily all help to prevent 
heart disease. 

Students also learned the importance of helping others 
through this service project. Donations were accepted 
that go to help other children with ‘special’ hearts that 
do not work well. Valentine’s Day week was the 
perfect time to have a little heart healthy exercise with 
rope jumping. Our school also received a $100 gift 
certificate to purchase PE equipment as a thank you 
from the American Heart Association for doing such a 
terrific job!
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 Principal’s Weekly Schedule



Parents are our partners in the 
important job of educating     

our children. I urge you to 
attend and support the 

PTO, become a member, 
volunteer, and take part in helping 

y o u r child to grow academically. PTO 
meetings will be held each month at 6:30 p.m. 
The next scheduled PTO meeting is April 4. 
We hope you plan to attend.

PTO

Visit Our Website!  
Our web address is www.region-12.org. Once 
you are at the district’s home 
page you can visit Burnham 
School’s website. The staff will 
b e adding in for mat ion 
regularly. Please use it as an 
additional resource for 
information gathering. 

Celebrating Burnham School’s  
Administrative Professional, Claire Cavalea! 

Mrs. Cavalea brightens each day with her warm, gentle and caring 
greetings. She helps to make our days safe and productive. Please be 

sure to wish Mrs. Cavalea a wonderful day on Wednesday, April 25th!  

  
Thank you, Mrs. Cavalea, for all that you do for Burnham School! 

“Happy Administrative  
Professionals Day”,   

Mrs. Cavalea!

Spring Testing 
Smarter Balanced and 

Science Field Test 
As a reminder, students in grades 3-5 will take the 
Smarter Balanced Tests during the first two weeks 
of May. The students will be tested in the areas of 
English  Language  Arts  and  Mathematics  and  it 
will once again be technology based. The English 
Language Arts test will be given on May 1st and 
the Mathematics tests will be given on May 8th and 
May 10th. Students can have as much time as they 
need to complete each test. Grade 5 students will 
also be tested in the area of Science on May 22nd. 
This year the students will participate in a Science 
Field Test. As is the Smarter Balanced, the Science 
test  will  also  be  technology  based.  There  is  no 
longer a CMT Science test. Please keep the testing 
schedules in mind as you plan activities for your 
family. It is important to have all our students in 
school during this time.  

http://www.region-12.org
http://www.region-12.org


Spring Reading…Time to Start a Series!

Now that spring is officially here, we’re ready to shake off the winter chill, grab a book, 
and head outside.  We have dozens of new books in our library, just in time for spring.  
Kids can come check out our selection of popular series, such as the Legend trilogy and 
The Magic Treehouse books, or they can strike out on their own with one of the four 
exciting new books from the Choose Your Own Adventure series.  We’ve also ordered new 
titles from beloved series such as Arnie the Doughnut and Harry Potter.       


Bookopolis…Building a Book Community

As you are aware, we are really encouraging students to be proactive in reviewing and 
recommending books that they are reading.  We sent home information about Bookopolis 
with our 3-5 students last week, and we are eager to start using it in the library as soon 
as possible.  Our hope is that Bookopolis will also help us to see what books our students 
at Burnham love the most so that we can order more of what they love for our library.  
We’re excited to put this, along with genre passports, to work here at Burnham.  


Exciting New Movies- Beloved Books

A few months ago, we discussed the fact that many books have been turned into movie 
adaptations, introducing a whole new generation of kids to books that we loved as 
children.  We have a few updates to our collection that we hope will be flying off the 
shelves. A Wrinkle in Time and Wonder are just a few of these.  Also, with season two of 
the popular Series of Unfortunate Events coming to Netflix in just a few days, it’s never 
been a better time for kids to immerse themselves in this exciting series.  In fact, one of 
our students recently discovered the series and has expressed how exciting and 
mysterious he finds it.    


FOR THE KIDS…

Take the Leap!  Spring into a Good Book

Not sure where to start?  Take a slip from the book jar and find your next favorite book.  
You won’t be sorry you tried it.  


The 
Misses 

Turney… 

With a Word 
From the 
Library 



Invention Convention! 
  

In March, our Burnham third, fourth, 
and fifth grade students participated in 
our annual Invent ion Convent ion 
competition. We saw inventions for 
entertainment, pets, and other household 
chores. The inventors did a terrific job 
designing, creating, and recreating their 
ideas. This past week, they participated 
in the first stage of the Invention 
Convention competition. The inventors 
showcased their projects to the judges 
and other parents attending at Booth 
Free School. Congratulations to all the 
invention participants. You all were 
creative and authentic with your choice 
of inventions. We also want to thank Mrs. 
Zoeller and Mrs. Henry for being our 
judges. Although we feel all our students 
are winners, we were only allowed to 
have 1 local winner to move on to the 
Regionals on March 18th.  The winner 
was Deirdre Dwyer, with her "Charging 
Charms". Eva Lucchesi, Helena Nelson, 
and Austin Machado all did a terrific job 
as well. Congratulations to all the 
invention participants in Region 12. 



. Good Character Traits:  
(Referenced in Board of Education Policy #0210.3)

Region 12 is dedicated to strengthening the character of our students by encouraging a consistent set of ethical 
values that direct and guide behavioral choices. These universal values, which transcend political, religious, 
cultural, and the Golden Rule encompasses economic differences,  “Do unto others as you would have them do 
unto you.” Therefore, good Character Traits are essential to the learning process. We work throughout the year in 
developing the following:

1. Trustworthiness 
2. Respect 
3. Responsibility 
4. Fairness 
5. Caring 
6. Citizenship

Good conduct is synonymous with good citizenship. Students are expected to exercise good citizenship at all 
times while in school, attending school-related activities and after school activities conducted at the school. This 
includes showing respect for the rights of others and regard for personal and school property. Students should 
strive to contribute to the climate of the school by being courteous and well mannered. 

Burnham School also utilizes The Second Step Program to promote social skills necessary to be a caring 
community. Additionally, grades three through five have access to a second program, Steps to Respect when 
needed.

It is our hope that the power and influence of the school-family partnership will provide consistent messages to our 
students regarding the development of positive student behaviors and thus, improve student learning.

ACE Happenings 
Spring Half Day Fun at ACE 

Booth Free and Burnham School students had fun at ACE during the recent spring conference days. 
Each day over 20 students gathered at the ACE Program at Burnham School under the supervision 
of Brienne Leslie, Amy Stultz and Lanie Flanagan. 

The children made Easter cards and pictures to be 
included in food baskets that St. Mark’s Church 
distributed to families in need at Easter. Our 
creativity did not stop there; the children worked 
with a variety of materials, and once again 
impressed us with their recycled art creations, 
drawings and beadwork.  

We also had time for homework, indoor and outdoor play, and a visit to the 
Burnham Library where we enjoyed books, building and creating in their 
Makerspace.  

Next up for the spring, the ACE Jump Rope Club with Mrs. Collentine. Details will follow in flyers to 
be sent home in the coming weeks. 

Students are always welcome to drop-in at any of our AM and PM ACE Programs. Bus service is 
provided between Booth and Burnham for both AM and PM programs. ACE registration materials are 
available from the school secretaries. Feel free to contact the ACE Director at 
ACEBridgewater@gmail.com  with any questions you may have about any of our ACE Programs. 

mailto:ACEBridgewater@gmail.com
mailto:ACEBridgewater@gmail.com



